
 

  IPWEA NZ Conference – June 2023 

Sensitivity: General 

 

From the mouth of babes – Public works career wisdom straight from 

our tamariki and mokopuna 

By Priyani de Silva-Currie, Yohann de Silva-Currie, Milan Rainford and Dilhan de Silva-Currie 

 

What do we have to do collectively now to bring a new generation of talent, leadership and 

energy to our asset management profession? 

 

What is our role as Kaitiaki (Guardians) for the next generation, to support these tamariki and 

mokopuna, who will create a different Aotearoa of tomorrow?  How may we provide fulfilling 

asset management career pathways to attract this next generation and inspire their creativity 

within our profession?  What is holding them back from choosing asset management or public 

works? 

 

Let us talk with three important people in my life, one at high school, two in tertiary study and 

find out if they would consider joining our industry and if not, why not. Let’s listen to these young 

adults talk about their future world, what’s important amongst their peers and what and who is 

influencing their career and life decisions. We will discuss these questions in a fresh interview 

style. 

 

 

 

 

Bios - Priyani de Silva-Currie, Yohann de Silva-Currie, Milan Rainford and Dilhan de Silva-

Currie 

 

Priyani is the Technical Director/Principal Asset Advisory at Beca and President of IPWEA NZ 

and international asset management speaker. Priyani is a Teaching Fellow at University of 

Auckland and Guest Lecturer at Otago Polytechnic, Massey University and Weltec. Priyani has 

two teenage sons, three stepdaughters, and grandmother to seven mokopuna. 

 

Yohann is studying commerce at Victoria University, Milan is studying teaching at Waikato 

University and Dilhan is studying for NCEA L1 at St Peters College in Palmerston North. 

 

 


